
Question 3

Macbeth displays high regard for his wife, Lady Macbeth, who is a surprisingly equal 
partner in their marriage (a situation that many in Shakespeare's time would find 
"unnatural").  Pick out references to their partnership or feelings for each other throughout 
the play.  What is the effect of these details?  (To excuse Macbeth from responsibility for 
his actions?  To humanize him by showing him in at least one "natural" relationship?  Or 
what?)  Overall, do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth appear to have a good marriage?  Are 
they well matched?  Do they feel real affection for each other?  To what extent is Lady 
Macbeth responsible for Duncan's murder?  Are she and Macbeth equal partners in crime?  
Does their relationship (and their collaboration) shift over time?  At what point does 
Macbeth start to act alone, without her help or knowledge?  Read carefully Lady Macbeth's 
words in the sleep-walking scene.  What do you think caused her breakdown?  What prior 
events does she allude to, and what does she have to say about them?  How does 
Macbeth react to the news of his wife's death?  How does her death change him as a 
character? 
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